April 21, 2015

The United States Congress
United States Capitol
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Members of Congress:

With the introduction of the “American Manufacturing Competitiveness Act of 2015” by Sens.
Rob Portman (R-OH), Claire McCaskill (D-MO), Pat Toomey (R-PA), and Richard Burr (R-NC),
manufacturers throughout the United States finally see a path forward for the Miscellaneous
Tariff Bill (MTB). We urge you to support action on this important legislation to improve
America’s global competitiveness.

As detailed in this legislation, the outdated U.S. tariff code continues to impose tariffs on
imported products for which there is no or insufficient domestic availability. This distortion places
an unnecessary and anti-competitive tax on manufacturers, retailers, and other businesses in
the United States that rely on imported products not available domestically.

While Congress had traditionally worked on a bipartisan and bicameral basis for three decades
to correct these distortions on a temporary basis, Congress has failed to act for over three
years. Congress last eliminated these distortive tariffs by enacting the U.S. Manufacturing
Enhancement Act in 2010 with strong bipartisan support in both the House and Senate. Yet, the
tariff relief provided by that legislation expired at the end of 2012. Each subsequent day, small,
medium and large manufacturers in industries ranging from agriculture and electronics to
textiles, chemicals and beyond have been paying tariffs on inputs necessary to manufacture
their products, undermining their competitiveness, raising their costs and hurting their ability to
retain and create manufacturing jobs in the United States. According to economic analysis
conducted by the National Association of Manufacturers, the failure to renew MTB legislation
since its expiration in 2012 has resulted in an annual $748 million tax hike on manufacturing in
the United States and a $1.875 billion economic loss to the U.S. economy.

Passage of the “American Manufacturing Competitiveness Act of 2015” would create a
transparent, objective, predictable and regularized process for Congress to consider and enact
MTBSs to correct these longstanding distortions in the U.S. tariff code. The elimination of tariffs
on imports of products not available in the United States would enhance the competitiveness of
manufacturers throughout the United States and support greater growth and jobs in the U.S.
economy.

We urge you to act expeditiously to consider and approve the “American Manufacturing
Competitiveness Act of 2015.” Once these important MTB process changes become law, we
look forward to working closely with Congress, the U.S. International Trade Commission, the
U.S. Department of Commerce and other stakeholders to ensure that the distortions in the U.S.
tariff code are eliminated or reduced as soon as possible.

Sincerely,



cc: The Honorable Mitch McConnell, Majority Leader of the U.S. Senate

The Honorable Harry Reid, Minority Leader of the U.S. Senate

The Honorable John Boehner, Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi, Minority Leader of the U.S. House of Representatives
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