The EPA’s Proposed Guidance Would Expand the
Definition of Navigable Waters of the U.S.
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*The EPA interprets the Clean Water Act to apply to non-navigable tributaries and their adjacent wetlands that have a “significant nexus” to navigable waters. The EPA
defines significant nexus as waterways that “either alone or in combination with similarly situated waters in the region, significantly affect the chemical, physical, or
biological integrity of traditional navigable or interstate waters.”
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